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SUBJECT: SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN CONAKRY 
REFERENCE: STATE 240598 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF THREE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM 
ADMIRAL HOLLOWAY'S PRESS CONFERENCE. ALTHOUGH THREE 
QUESTIONS WERE ASKED AT DIFFERENT TIMES DURING THE CON- 
FERENCE, THEY ARE GROUPED HERE TO SHOW A CONTINUITY OF 
THOUGHT. QUOTE: 

1. Q. WOULD YOU AGREE WITH SENATOR STENNIS' RECENT OBSER- 
VATION THAT AT THIS POINT THE SOVIET NAVY DOES NOT REALLY 
HAVE A SUPPORT CAPABILITY TO OPERATE OUTSIDE OF THE 
MEDITERRANEAN IN ANY SERIOUS MANNER. I THINK I AM FAIRLY 
SUMMARIZING WHAT SENATOR STENNIS SAID. 
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A. I DIDN’T REALLY DETECT THAT AS BEING A STRONG POINT IN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


THE CHAIRMAN'S SPEECH BUT I COULDN'T AGREE WITH IT 
ENTIRELY. I WOULD HAVE TO SAY THIS: THAT THEY LACK THE 
TECHNIQUE AND THE SUPPORT FORCE SHIPS THAT THE UNITED STATES 
NAVY HAS FOR EXTENDED OPERATIONS WITHOUT FORWARD BASES. 

BUT I SEE THE SOVIETS COMPENSATING FOR THAT BY UTILIZING 
BASES, FOR EXAMPLE, THE CIENFUGOS IN CUBA AND A GENERAL 
STRUCTURE WHICH THEY SEEM TO BE SETTING UP AROUND THE 
WORLD. 

2. Q. BEFORE YOU MENTIONED THE SOVIETS ARE BUILDING 
OVERSEAS BASES. DO YOU HAVE ANY NUMBER? IS THIS A 
SURGE IN BUILDING BASES? 

A. IF I SAID THEY ARE BUILDING THEM, THAT WAS PROBABLY 
WRONG. THE SOVIETS ARE ACQUIRING OVERSEAS FACILITIES FOR 
THE SUPPORT OF THEIR FLEET AND I DON'T HAVE ANY PARTICULAR 
NUMBER. THE PRESIDENT HAS IDENTIFIED THREE MAIOR SOVIET 
FLEET FACILITIES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. WE KNOW THAT THEY 

ARE OPERATING OUT OF FACILITIES IN CUBA. THERE IS A 
FACILITY ON THE WEST COAST OF AFRICA. THEY ARE ACQUIRING 
THESE FACILITIES, AS I SAY, MOVING AHEAD STEADILY, IN- 
CREASING THEIR MARITIME CAPABILITY. 

3. Q. YOU ARE MENTIONING THE SOVIET NAVAL FACILITY ON THE 
WEST COAST OF AFRICA. COULD YOU BE MORE SPECIFIC AND SAY 
WHAT COUNTRY YOU ARE REFERRING TO? 

A. CONAKRY. END QUOTE. 

IN ADDITION TO ABOVE TEXT, NAVY ALSO COMMENTS AS FOLLOWS: 
ADMIRAL HOLLOWAY'S CONCERN CENTERS ON THE SOVIET USE OF 
FACILITIES IN GUINEA TO MAINTAIN A NAVAL PRESENCE IN THE 
EASTERN ATLANTIC/WESTERN AFRICA AREA AND THE USE OF AIR 
FACILITIES FOR RECONNAISSANCE OF UNITS TRANSITING TO THE 
MEDITERRANEAN. DEPARTMENT WOULD BE INTERESTED IN HEARING 
OF ANY REACTION FROM THE GUINEAN GOVT OR LOCAL MEDIA 
OTHER THAN FIRST PRESS REPORTS OF CONFERENCE. 

WE HAVE SEEN NO FURTHER MEDIA REACTION HERE. INGERSOLL 
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